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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 
High  Wycombe . 

September,  1965® 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Health 
Services  for  the  year  1964, 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  district.  It  was  estimated  that  at  mid  1964,  56,810 
were  resident  or  2,l80  in  excess  of  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year® 

There  were  1,157  births,  147  more  than  in  1963  - there 

was  a corresponding  rise  in  the  birth  rate  from  l8„13  to 
20,4  per  1,000, 

There  were  478  deaths,  l6  fewer  than  in  1963  and  the 
mortality  rate  fell  from  9 to  8,4  per  1,000®  Of  the  478 
deaths  219  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circu- 
latory system,  89  wer’e  due  to  cancer  and  59  to  respiratory 
disease®  20  deaths  (17  male  and  3 female)  were  caused  by 
lung  cancer, 

19  infant  deaths  occurred,  one  more  than  in  1963  but 
because  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  births  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  fell  from  17®8  to  l6,4  per  1,000, 
The  neonatal  mortality  rate  i„e,  the  number  of  irlfant 
deaths  in  the  first  four  weeksper  1,000  live  births  was 
11,2® 
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There  was  no  outbreak  of  major  importance  of 
any  infectious  disease.  The  most  prevalent 
diseases  were  measles  (223  notifications), 
whooping  cough  (^3)  and  dysentery  (24) » The 
dysentery  was  of  a mild  type  and  cases  were, 
generally  speaking,  confined  to  a small  village 
and  its  immediate  nei ghbourhood 0 Fortunately 
there  was  no  outbreak  similar  to  that  in 
Aberdeen  although  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
had  to  take  action  to  impound  corned  beef  tins 
with  the  incriminated  code  numbers,, 

In  conclusion  I acknowledge  the  invaluable 
help  and  co-operation  of  Mr  Perry  and  his  staff 
and  the  continued  interest  of  the  Council, 

I am , 

Your  obedient  Servant 

AoJ„  MUIR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


- - 
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STATISTICS., 


Area  in  acres.  .......... ...... .....o  71,232 

Population  (1961)  census  • 51?252 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  mid- 

1964 36,810 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  book  (31st 

March,  1964  l6,401 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  March,  1964  ...........  £2 , 290 , 593 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  31st  March,  1964  £9S424 

General  rate  in  the  pound. ......................  9/~ 

Rate  Product  (net)  (including  B.T.C.  Grant ).....£  1 , 03 5 9 833 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS „ 

Live  Births 

N umb e r o.  ... ooo...®oo..  ......  .......  00.  .....oo  1.157 

Rate  per  1000  population. ....................  20o4 

Comparability  Factor. ........................  0o98 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate..... 19»9 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  ...........  3 o 19 

Stillbirths 

N umb  e r .....voo.......... .0.00.0000.0.. .......  1 8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births...  15°59 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .... 0 ... „o.. . .. . . . . . „ 1,175 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) .............  19 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  l6«4l 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births....  l6.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegiti- 
mate live  births. ...  0.00 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1000  total  live  births) 12.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

1 week  per  1000  total  live  births)........  11.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and 

still  births) 26.3 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...... ........ ......  ..........  Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births.....  0o00 


Number  of  Deaths 


DEATHS o 


Males  - 253 

Females  - 225 


4?8 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Population,  8*4 
Comparabi  lity  Factor » 1.12 

Adjusted  Local  Death  Rat e .......  ................. . 9*^1 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales .................. . 11„3 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  Total  County 0«,045 


INFANT  MORTALITY . 

19  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 


Ma 1 e „ Female . 

Legitimate  0.0.00.0.0.0.000.  13  6 

Illegitimate. o.............  0 0 

13  6 


Total  . 

19 

0 

19 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  l6,4l  per  1,000 
related  births  compared  with  2Qo0  as  a general  figure  for 
England  and  Wales 0 


Neo-naial  mortality  rate  =■  12„  1 compared  with  a 

county  rate  of  13«2. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS. 


(a) 

From 

puerperal  sepsis,... 

0 

£b) 

From 

other  maternal  causes 

0 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


Disease,,  Males,  Females,  Total 


lo  Tuberculosis,  respiratory, . . , o , . . 

• 

1 

2 

3 

2®  Tub ere ul os is , other, . , . , , . . ...... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3°  Syphilitic  diseases, 

© 

2 

0 

2 

4 . Diphtheria  o.,.....,,.....,.,..... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 ® Whooping  Cough  ........o®... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 o Meningococcal  Infections, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7®  Acute  Poliomyelitis, . , , , . . . , . , . , . 

© 

0 

0 

0 

S O 6 Sl0S©^oo*oo®-»**ooooooo  ooo«®o®o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9o  Other  infectious  diseases, ....... 

© 

2 

2 

k 

10  o Cancer,  stomach,  . . . . ® . . . . . 

• 

k 

3 

7 

llo  Cancer,  lungs,,,,,...,,,,,,.,.,,. 

0 

17 

3 

20 

1 ij  o 0 3 n o 0 JT"  ^ lb r ©ssi-  © ® o ® © o o » © © © © • ® © » • • • 

0 

0 

12 

12 

13  o Cancer-,  uterus  ....  ® .............  . 

• 

0 

3 

3 

l4o  Other  cancers . . , ................ . 

© 

25 

15 

ko 

15 o Leukeamia,  aleukaemia, ........... 

0 

5 

2 

7 

« 

1 

2 

3 

17  o Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system. 

© 

20 

42 

62 

l8o  Coronary  diseases,  angina........ 

• 

56 

30 

86 

19°  Hypertension  with  heart  disease,. 

0 

5 

5 

10 

20,  Other  heart,  diseases. . . . . 

• 

16 

32 

48 

2 1,  Other  circulatory  diseases.  ...... 

e 

12 

11 

23 

2 2 o I nf^  luenza  oo*®©*oo®  ®oq®®©oo9©®®©®® 

• 

0 

0 

0 

23o  Pneumonia. 

® 

9 

19 

28 

24  ® Bronchi  tis ....................... 

0 

19 

5 

24 

25o  Other  respiratory  diseases. 

0 

3 

2 

7 

26,  Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer 

® 

k 

3 

7 

27®  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

k 

2 

6 

28,  Nephritis,  nephrosis, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


( contd 


DISEASES  o MALES.  FEMALES.  TOTAL. 


29.  Hyperplasia  of  pr osta te . . . . „ . „ „ . . 

2 

0 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.. 

0 

0 

0 

3 1 o Congenital  malformations.  ........ 

3 

1 

4 

32o  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

d 1 S e a 3es..o.ouoo*ooo.oo*ooo.«e* 

21 

23 

44 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents. ......... 

7 

2 

9 

34 . Other  accident s .. ...............  . 

7 

3 

10 

35u  Suicide..  ..ooo.oo.o.  ...ou..ooo.ao 

3 

1 

4 

All  causes . . . 

253 

225 

478 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

• 

Rate 

per  1,000 

Total 

(Live  and  still)  Births  . 


(a)  Maternal  causes,  excluding 

abortion. ... .............  0.00 

(b)  Due  to  abortion. ....  ...... . 0.00 

(c)  Total  maternal  mortality... 


0 .00 


--  5 - 


CANCER  DEATHS, 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages); 


Ma  les........ 

E e m a 1 es  o . o o . 

T otal o 


Yearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths 


1964 . . . . 

1 96  3 oo.o..oo....o.o. 

1962. . .............. 

1961. . .............. 


1960. . 

1939. . 


The  following  organs  were  affected;- 


46 

46 

92 


92 

85 

94 

89 

99 

81 


S 1'  Oma  C-h-  «000000®00©00000,,0,  7 

Lungs ......................  20 

Breast. ..............c.....  12 

U ter  tl  S OOOOOOOOOOOO.OO.  ..0.0  3 

Other  Sites.  ..co.,,.,,.,,..  50 

Total, . .oo.o.oo.oo. . o . 92 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases , 0.070 


Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  Tuberculosis...  3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate .054 
Total  Deaths  - Non- Re spira t ory  Tubercu- 
losis. . . 1 

NonRespira tory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.,.,  ,0l8 

Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  (excluding 

Tuberculosis) . . „ „ „ 59 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuber- 
culosis ) O . O . O O 


lo  33 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS „ 


Arrangements  on  an  area  basis  continued  during  the 
year0  All  persons  under  forty  years  of  age  are  eligible 
and  also  those  over  that  age  considered  to  be  at  special 
risk  of  contracting  poliomyelitis 0 Generally  speaking 
the  great  majority  were  immunised  with  the  oral  type  of 
vaccine  which  is  more  easily  administered  besides  being 
more  effect ive0 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA , 
WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS . 

A combined  vaccine  is  used  to  immunise  against 
these  diseases  and  indeed  there  is  a quadruple  vaccine 
which  includes  poliomyelitis  vaccine  as  well.  In 

infancy  it  is  usual  to  immunise  against  poliomyelitis 
at  the  age  of  six  months  then  to  begin  the  course  of 
three  injections  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus o 

In  1964,  930  children  were  immunised  against 

diphtheria,  1,009  against  tetanus  and  872  against 
whooping  cougho  There  were  789  children  "boosted" 

against  diphtheria 0 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION „ 

424  vaccinations  were  performed  during  1964, 
vaccinations  numbered  l80 


re- 
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B „ C „ G „ VACCINATION . 

Children  in  the  13  year  old  groups  attending  maintained 
and  private  schools  in  the  area  were  tested  and  when 
necessary  vaccinatedo  In  all  1,^78  children  were  tested 
of  whom  9o7%  were  found  positive,  the  other  - 1,33^  in 
number  were  vaccinatedo 

The  percentages  found  positive  in  the  six  years 
previous  were:- 


1958 ..00. ..0.0.0  19o7 


1959 


o • • • © 


1^.2 


i960  o . . . . o . ooo.o  8 
196 1 o ..........  . 9 

196  2 O O . O , » . O O O O O 9 O ^ 
196300000000.000  9o35 


B0C0G0  vaccination  is  proving  a very  useful  weapon  in 
the  fight  against  tuberculosis 0 


TUBERCULOSIS „ 


13  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified.  11  pulmonary 
and  2 non-pulmonary 0 There  were  four  deaths,  three  of  which 
were  in  respect  of  pulmonary  disease. 
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HOSPITALS . 

Hospitals  available  to  local  residents  are  as 
foil ows  s — 


General s 


Ma ternity; - 


High  Wycombe  War  Memorial 
Amersham  General 
Stoke  Mandeville 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

Battle  Hospital,  Reading. 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital, 

Tap low  o 

Shrubbery  Maternity  Home 
Amersham  General  Hospital „ 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital,, 


Fevers  % 


Stoke  Mandeville  and 
Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospitals . 


Mental s - 


Sto  John's  Hospital,  Stone. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES . 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Bucks 
County  Council.  The  local  station  is  at  West  End 
Street,  High  Wycombe. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  ? 19^8 . 


S e c t i on  k 7 


No  formal  action 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  1964. 


I am  indebted  to  your  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  the 
following  figures;- 


D is- 
trie 


Estimated 
Gallonage 
Removed  <> 


1. 


2 o 


5 - 
4 . 

5 o 


6 o 


Ilmer,  Longwick,  Owlswick,  Meadle , Askett, 


Princes  Risborough,  Monks  Risborough,  Gt 
& Lt  Kimble,  Kimblewick,  Marsh,  Terrick, 
Butlers  Cross,  Ell esborough,  Dunsmore, 
Cadsden,  Whiteleaf,  Green  Hailey,  Gt  & 

I-  t o Ha  ltl  p d e n «*«*e*«*oo30*aocoeo«eoooooooo 

2,248,550 

Bledlow,  Bledlow  Ridge,  Horsenden, 
Saunderton,  Routs  Green,  Radnage,  Stoken- 
church,  Water  End,  Studley  Green, 

Horsleys  Green,  Beacons  Bottom,  Spriggs 

2,796,450 

Down  ley,  Piddington,  Lane  End,  Wheeler 
End,  Bolter  End,  Cadmore  End „ . » e . « „ . . <> « » 

2,631,550 

Frieth,  lbs  tone,  Fawley,  Hambleden, 
Turville,  Skirmett,  Medmenham,  Fingest, 
Bovxngdon  Green,  North  End,  Southend, , . , 

1,783,050 

Gt  & Lt  Marlow,  Sheepridge,  Tylers 

Green,  Penn,  Loudwater,  Wooburn  Moor, 
Wooburn,  Wooburn  Green,  Cores  End,  Hawks 
Hill,  Berghers  Hill,  Bourne  End,  Hedsor, 
Heavens  Lea,  Harvest  Hill,  Wooburn 

Common,  Flackwe.il  Heath,  Well  End, 
Winchbottom,  Handy  Cross,  Booker  „ „ ,<,<>»  » o 

2,306,300 

Gt  Kingsh.1.11,  Widmer  End,  Four  Ashes, 
Cryers  Hill,  Spurlands  End,  Western 

Dene,  Naphill , Walters  Ash,  Coombe  Lane, 
Boss  Lane,  New  Road,  Trees  Road,  Trees 
Avenue,  Hughenden  Valley,  Hazlemere, 
Holmer  Green,  Terriers,  Eastern  Dene, 
Speen,  Lacey  Green,  Loosley  Row, 

Hampden  Row,  Parslows  Hillock, 

Bryants  Bottom,  North  Dean,  Bradenham0  o « 

2,479,200 

Total o.o...  14,245,100 


- 13 


RAINFALL  1964 . 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  F ores t 
Products  Research  Laboratory,  Princes  Risborough, 
for  the  following  particulars  of  rain  fall  recorded 
during  1964 „ 


Rainfall  recorded  at  Princes  Risborough 
Station;:  333  feet  above  sea  level 


Month 

Monthly 

Ra  in- 
fall „ 

Inches 

NOo  of  days 
on  which  rain 

fell  with  oOl 

or  more 

measured „ 

Largest 

Rainfall 

Date 

Amount 

Inche  s 

January,,  0 

0o  38 

13 

27th 

0,26 

February  0 

loll 

14 

15th 

0o28 

March „ 0 » 0 

3 0 59 

15 

l4th 

lo  10 

April o „ » » 

20  55 

20 

l6th 

0o  35 

May  o o • o o . 

2 0 56 

17 

31st 

O069 

J un  e o o * o o 

3-81 

12 

17th 

0.93 

»J  u.  ly  o o o o o 

1 o 24 

12 

10th 

0 0 23 

August  o . * 

0a  73 

10 

l8th 

0o  28 

September 

lo  43 

6 

25th 

0o67 

Oc  tober  0 o 

0„  94 

13 

6 th 

0.26 

November  0- 

le  29 

Ik 

l4th 

0o  43 

December „ 

2e  49 

17 

7th 

0o  53 

Total s o o 

22  0 32 

163 

- 

- 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council,, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Environmental  Health  Services  for  the  year  1964 « 

I desire  to  pay  a sincere  tribute  to  theChairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  active  interest  and  support  in  all  matters 
affecting  the  sanitary  conditions  of  our  district . 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  all  the  members  of  my 
staff,  without  whose  help  and  loyal  co-operation  during  the 
year,  the  results  given  in  the  following  pages  would  not 
have  been  possible. 

I am , 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J„P„  PERRY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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The  work 
extent  in  the 
sections  % - 

SECTION  'A' 
SECTION  'BB 
SECTION  'C' 

SECTION  ' D 0 
SECTION  ' E' 
SECTION  'F* 

SECTION  'G' 
SECTION  *H* 


of  the  Council  is  reflected  to  some 
report  submitted  under  the  following 


HOUSING 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Page 
17  - 23 
24  - 28 
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CLEAN  AIR. 42-44 

SANITATION.... 45  - 46 
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AND  SHOPS. 47  - 54 

PEST  CONTROL 55  - 57 

MISCELLANEOUS 58  - 62 
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SECTION  8 A ° 
HOUSING  „ 


The  P rob _le_ m 0 

The  1961  census  showed  that  nearly  three  and  a 
quarter  million  households  are  without  a fixed  bath 
and  a hot  water  tap  , a quarter  of  a million  are 
without  a cold  water  tap  and  over  one  million  are 
without  a water  closet „ Only  70  per  cent  of  house- 
holds have  the  exclusive  use  of  the  four  amenities  = 
cold  water  tap9  hot  water  tap,  fixed  bath  and  water 
closeto  Probably  a million  houses  are  so  unfit  that 
demolition  is  the  only  way  to  deal  with  them,  and 
about  two  million  more  need  repair  and  the  provision 
of  basic  amenities  to  make  them  into  reasonable 
ac  c ommoda  1 1 on „ 

Improvement  Grants „ 

For  15  years  since  the  introduction  of  improve- 
ment grants  with  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  19^9? 
public  money  has  been  made  available  in  the  form  of 
grants  to  aid  the  improvement  of  the  nation's  houses. 
Despite  this  it  is  generally  accepted  that  the  pro- 
gress being  made  with  improvement  work  is  not 
satisfactory,.  Since  the  year  i960  when  135.jOOO 
houses  were  improved  the  rate  has  fallen. 

In  the  White  Paper  on  Housing  presented  to 
Parliament  in  May  1963,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
rate  of  improvement  of  houses  had  not  been  maintained 
and  it  was  intended  to  secure  better  results.  To 
obtain  the  desired  acceleration  it  was  indicated  that 
a form  of  compulsion  would  be  introduced, 

196^  was  noteworthy  therefore  in  this  respect, 
as  with  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act  1964  local 
authorities  were  empowered  to  require  the  improvement 
of  tenanted  dwellings  in  certain  circumstances  viz,, 
in  improvement  areas,  tenement  blocks  and  elsewhere 
at  the  request  of  the  tenant.  Straightforward  legis- 
lation to  ensure  modernisation  as  quickly  as  possible 
would  have  been  greatly  welcomed,  but  the  procedure 
to  be  followed  by  local  authorities  for  the  improvement 
of  houses  in  improvement  areas  would  appear  to  be 
cumbersome,  time  consuming  and  complicated. 
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The  Grant^  Scheme s « 

Discretionary  Grants  were  first  introduced  in  19^9  to 
assist  owners  to  make  improvement  to  their  houses  and  to 
make  conversions  providing  self-contained  dwellings  with 
proper  amenities,,  A twelve-point  standard  of  fitness  has 
to  be  complied  witho  Furthermore  the  dwelling  after 
improvement  must  be  maintained  and  remain  fit  for  human 
habitation  for  not  less  than  15  years 0 

The  limit  of  the  discretionary  grant  payable  in  respect 
of  each  dwelling  provided  by  improvement  works  remains  at 
£400o  But  when  a dwelling  is  provided  by  a conversion  of 
a house  of  three  or  more  storeys  the  limit  has  recently 
been  increased  to  £500„  It  is  regrettable  that  this 
higher  limit  is  not  available  in  a case  where  a lateral 
conversion  is  made  by  using  two  or  more  houses  side  by 
s i de  o 


The  amount  of  grant  for  the  five  standard  amenities  in 
the  St andar d Gran t Scheme  remains  as  half  the  actual  cost 
incurred  with  a maximum  of  £155°  It  will  now  be  possible 
for  the  payment  also  of  half  the  cost  of  additional  works 
in  certain  circumstances  vi.z„,  if  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a bathroom  in  a new  structure  or  converted  out* 
buildingj  if  a septic  tank  has  to  be  installed  or  If  a 
piped  water  supply  has  to  be  brought  into  the  dwell ingD 
The  overall  maximum  grant  payable  if  additional  works  are 
necessary  is  £350„ 

It  must  be  certified  that  the  dwelling  after  improve- 
ment will  with  proper  maintenance  remain  fit  for  human 
habitation  for  not  less  than  15  years o 


In  addition  to  the  full  standard  of  amenities  a 
Reduced  Standard  is  introduced  which  would  render  a house 
as  acceptable  as  having  been  improved,  even  though  it 
still  lacked  a bath  and  a wash-hand  basin,  and  would 
require  the  local  authority  to  give  financial  help 
towards  the  costo  Surely  by  the  1980,)s  one  would  envisage 
a higher  standard  than  this0 
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Housing  Action , 

As  indicated  in  the  pre 
Council  decided  to  implement 
Minister  of  Housing  & Local 
stimulate  owners  to  make  gre 
available  0 

Accordingly  a survey  of 
for  improvement  was  carried 
initially  approved  and  an  ar 
l40  houses 9 83  of  which  were 
or  more  of  the  five  standard 
sent  to  the  owners  giving  de 
and  they  were  invited  to  mod 
This  was  followed  toy  a "door 
Public  Health  Inspectors  who 
advice  to  householders  on  th 
ments  for  installing  the  sta 


ceding  annual  report  the 
a recommendation  by  the 
Government  to  try  and 
ater  use  of  the  grants 

houses  considered  suitable 
outo  A Pilot  Scheme  was 
ea  selected  which  contained 
found  to  be  lacking  in  one 
amenities,  Letters  were 
taxis  of  the  grant  schemes 
ermse  their  properties, 
to  door”  approach  by  the 
gave  practical  help  and 
e best  possible  arrange- 
ndard  amenities. 


The  response  was  encouraging  and  to-date  owners 
of  37  houses  have  submitted  applications  for  improve- 
ment grants.  Reasons  submitted  by  owners  for  not 
wishing  to  improve  their  properties  include  lack  of 
finance  and  occupation  by  aged  persons. 


Following  the  Pilot  Scheme  a survey  of  the  whole 
district  was  undertaken.  For  the  purpose  of  the 
survey  all  post  war  houses  were  excluded  and  also  all 
houses  of  the  inter-wars  period  of  a high  standard 
where  it  was  obvious  that  bathrooms  had  been  provided. 
Over  1?200  houses  have  been  inspected  and  owners  of 
properties  lacking  the  standard  amenities  have  been 
approached  and  encouraged  to  improve  their  properties. 

During  the  year  under  review  grants  paid  by  the 
Council  numbered  93,  comprising  34  discretionary 
grants  and  59  standard  grants.  Altogether  766  grants 
have  been  paid  since  1954  s the  number  of  grants  paid 
in  each  year  from  1954  to  1964  being  as  follows;- 
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Y ear  ® 

Discret lonary  0 

Stan 

1954 

11 

1955 

55 

1956 

54 

1957 

58 

1958 

59 

1959 

96 

3 

I960 

59 

32 

1961 

55 

25 

1962 

34 

31 

1963 

52 

43 

1964 

34 

59 

Unfit  Houses 


At  the  end  of  1955  the  Council  submitted  for  the 
Ministry's  approval  proposals  for  dealing  with  451 
houses  liable  to  demolitiono 

Implementation  of  this  housing  programme  steadily 
proceeded  in  the  ensuing  years  and  m 196 1 the  programme 
was  completed  by  securing  the  repair,,  closure  or  demoli- 
tion of  these  individual  unfit  houses 0 

Houses  which  have  deteriorated  and  become  unfit  for 
human  habitation  in  subsequent  years  have  been  the  subject 
of  housing  action  and  during  the  year  under  review  26 
properties  were  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses® 

In  dealing  with  unfit  houses  one  is  impelled  to 
observe  that  the  minimum  standard  of  fitness  in  Section 
4 of  the  Housing  Act  is  undoubtedly  too  low  and  that  a 
new  standard  is  urgently  needed  which  has  more  regard 
to  the  suitability  of  a house  to  meet  the  living  standards 
of  to-day®  A new  standard  should  take  into  account  the 
lack  of  certain  modern  amenities  and  the  environment  and 
structural  arrangement  of  the  premises® 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED «, 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  5?  10  & 12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957s- 

( 1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs,  (informal  notices), 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs .......... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  notices.., 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  l6 , l8  & 23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957s- 

( 1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under 

Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 . . 26 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  the  subject  of  closing 

order  „ ................ ......... . 10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made. ..........  19 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of 

undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation 
when  vacated. ...... ......o.... ...... ........  ^ 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of 

undertakings  to  repair.  .....................  1 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired  as  a 

result  of  undertakings  given  by  owners. 12 

(7)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders..... 6 

(8)  Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked. ........  - 

(c)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936:- 

( 1)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

the  service  of  informal/formal  notices......  33 

(2)  Houses  the  subject  of  informal/formal  action 
to  secure  connection  of  soil  drainage 

systems  to  sewers  .... ......  21 

(3)  Houses  the  subject  of  informal/formal  action 

to  secure  conversion  of  pail  closets  into  WCs  6 

(4)  Houses  the  subject  of  f ormal/inf ormal  action 

to  secure  provision  of  food  stores.. 9 
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Summary  .of  House.  Repairs  aud  Sanitary 

Improvements  effected,  19  *6  jit » 


(a)  Interior  of  Houses. 


Rising  dampness  eliminated.. 

Penetrating  dampness  eliminated 

Burst  water  pipes  Repaired.  . . 

Ceilings  replastered.  

Walls  replastered 

Sinks  provided 

Piped  water  supply  taken  into  houses 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed.  .v.  . . . , 

Doors  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 

Staircases  repaired 

Provision  of  handrail  to  stairs 

Defective  skirting  boards  repaired  or  renewed 

Fireplace  or  Range  renewed  or  repaired 

Provision  of  cooking  facilities.  


21 

6 

1 

11 

27 

10 

3 

38 

8 

17 

2 

2 

1 

9 

1 


( b )  Exterior  of  houses. 

Penetrating  dampness  eliminated.  ............. 

House  roofs  repaired. 

Walls  repointed  and/or  repaired 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

Rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired 

Rainwater  tank  cover  renewed 

Chimney  stacks  repointed  and/or  repaired..... 


13 

26 

10 

15 

9 

2 

12 


( c )  Drainage . 

Front  and/or  rear  paving  to  house  provided 3 

Defective,  leaking  or  overflowing  cesspools 

repaired  or  renewed. 10 

Drains/sewers  cleansed  from  obstruction.........  5 

Drains  and  sewers  renewed  or  repaired 9 

Houses  provided  with  a satisfactory  drainage  system  11 
Houses  connected  to  the  sewer.. 15 

Houses  provided  with  waterclosets  in  lieu  of 

pail  closets.. 8 
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( d ) Miscellaneous . 

Water  service  piped  repaired 1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  etc,  removed . . . . . 

Offensive  odours  abated.  ........  .......  1 

Smoke  nuisances  abated.  3 

Noise  nuisances  abated,... 3 

Nuisance  from  insects  and  pests  aba ted „ 2 

Dangerous  building  demolished. ................  1 

Sanitary  dustbin  provided. ............  3 

( e ) Sanitary  Conveniences . 

Water  closet  structures  repaired. ........... . ^ 6 

Rent  Act  1937  - Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Rent  increases  for  controlled  houses  and  the  decon- 
trol of  a substantial  number  of  larger  houses  should 
enable  landlords  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  and  main- 
tain their  property  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  by 
local  authorities  is  relatively  small.  This  should  not 
be  regarded  however  as  indicating  the  general  fitness 
of  houses.  It  is  more  likely  to  be  attributed  to  fear 
of  eviction,  or  of  court  proceedings,  to  a lack  of 
interest  by  the  tenants  or  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
owners  to  increase  the  rents  of  houses  requiring 
repair,  than  to  be  due  to  the  absence  of  items  of 
disrepair . 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair 
were  received  during  the  year  under  review. 
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SECTION  'B' 
WATER  SUPPLIES . 


In  this  densely  populated  and  industrialized  island 
more  and  more  attention  is  being  given  to  the  need  for 
increased  quantities  of  water,.  New  policies  of  conserva- 
tion and  river  management  are  coming  into  operation®  The 
task  of  the  responsible  authorities  is  to  measure  the 
available  water  resources  and  determine  the  demand  to  be 
made  upon  these  resources  and  the  work  necessary  to  ensure 
that  these  resources  are  neither  misapplied  nor  wasted. 

The  object  of  successive  governments  has  been  to 
rationalise  the  water  industry.  Progress  in  this  direction 
is  evident  when  regard  is  had  to  the  400  statutory  water 
undertakings  now  operating  in  England  and  Wales  as  compared 
with  1,200  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  most  of  this  progress 
has  been  made  since  1956  when  there  were  still  some  1,000 
undertakings.  The  end  of  this  process  has  not  yet  been 
reached. 

In  our  own  district  a public  water  supply  is  available 
to  practically  all  householders  throughout  the  area.  Such 
a fundamental  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
community  is  all  too  often  taken  for  granted. 

Local  authorities  have  the  statutory  duty  to  determine 
the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies  in  their 
districts.  Constant  vigilance  is  exercised  therefore  to 
ensure  that  water  supplies  are  not  subject  to  contamination, 
and  water  sampling  is  frequently  carried  out  by  officers  of 
the  Public  Health  Department, 

The  undermentioned  water  undertakings  operate  in  the 
Council's  districts- 

Bucks  Water  Board 

Rickmanswor th  & Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company, 

Bucks  Water  Board, 


Reports  received  freon  the  Board  indicate  that  the  water 
supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  during 
the  year  19640 


Replacement  of  Well  Water  Supply  and  Pail  Closet 
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Regular  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of 
both  raw  water  and  water  going  into  supply  and  the 
following  results  have  been  obtained, - 

Station;  Radnage  Saunderton 

No.  of  samples  Raw  19  52 

examined;-  To  supply  24  52 


Water  from  these  sources  contained  less  than  0ol  ppm. 
of  fluoride. 

The  waters  are  non-plumbo  solvent,. 

All  waters  are  chlorinated  before  distribution. 


Rickmanswor th  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Reports  received  from  the  Company  also  confirm 
that  their  water  supplies  are  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

Regular  bacteriological  examinations  of  all 
water  pumped  into  supply  are  made,  with  satisfactory 
results.  Chemical  analyses  are  also  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  and  show  the  water  to  be  of  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

The  water  is  not  plurabo- solvent 

No  contamination  has  been  detected  during  the  year 
at  the  pumping  stations  concerned. 

Piddington  Water  Supply. 

A private  supply  of  water  at  Piddington  serves  115 
houses  and  a factory.  At  one  time  the  water  at  source 
showed  signs  of  contamination  and  because  of  special 
circumstances  relating  to  this  supply  the  Council  under- 
took to  provide  a chemical  reagent  feeder  in  order  to 
chlorinate  the  supply.  The  plant  was  installed  and  the 
treated  water  has  since  conformed  to  a satisfactory 
standard  of  purity. 

As  in  preceding  years  the  surveillance  of  the 
chlorinating  plant  calls  for  three  visits  per  week  and 
the  weekly  collection  of  samples  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination. 
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The  need  for  a public  water  supply  to  be  made  available 
at  Piddington  has  been  stressed  by  the  Council  and  action 
has  been  initiated  to  secure  an  extension  of  the  waterraain 
to  that  area* 

As  a result  negotiations  are  proceeding  to  this  effect 
between  the  Bucks  Water  Board  and  the  owners  of  the  privately 
owned  water  undertaking  which  supply  water  to  domestic  con- 
sumers at  Piddington0 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Bucks  Water  Board  will,  at 
an  early  date,  be  in  a position  to  take  over  the  existing 
privately  owned  water  undertaking  and  make  available  a 
public  supply  for  the  residents  in  this  area,. 


Other  Sources  „ 


There  are  comparatively  few  houses  which  are  rot  within 
reach  of  public  water  mains.  The  occupiers  of  some  houses, 
however,  still  derive  their  water  from  wells  and  ..rainwater 
tanks.  In  certain  cases  individual  properties  are  away  fro.' 
water  mains,  in  other  cases  owner- occupiers  with  limited 
incomes  are  reluctant  to  incur  the  cost  of  a main  water 
supply  where  the  mains  are  not  within  a reasonable  distance, 
whilst  the  occupiers  of  other  dwellings  have  a prejudice 
in  favour  of  their  individual  supplies  as  compared  with  a 
main  water  supply,. 

Supplying  main  water  to  houses  which  are  isolated  present 
a financial  problem  which  is  often  overcome  by  asking  house- 
holders to  make  a special  contribution  towards  the  cost  of 
extending  the  water  mains,  together  with  contributions  from 
the  Council  and  the  water  undertakers.  During  the  year  6 
schemes  involving  19  houses  were  either  initiated  or  com- 
pleted. 


Water  Sampling , 

( a ) Private  Water  Supplies . 

During  the  year  53  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  from  private  water  supplies  serving  houses, 
food  premises  and  k factories. 

Based  on  the  classification  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  non- chlorinated  piped  supplies  only  2k  results 
could  be  considered  satisfactory  after  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and/or  chemical  analysis. 
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Owners  of  the  properties  with  water  supplies  not 
c onTo-rming  to  a satisfactory  standard  were  requested  to 
provide  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply. 

(b)  Public  Water  Supplies, 

During  the  year  44  samples  were  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  from  the  public  mains  in  the 
various  parishes  throughout  the  Rural  District,  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 


( c ) Piddington  Water  Supply. 

Also  during  the  year  51  samples  were  taken  from 
this  private  supply. 

Two  samples  showed  slight  contamination,  but 
immediate  check  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


( d ) Number  of  Inspections  ,, 

A total  of  442  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  samples  of  private  and  public  supplies  of  water, 
and  extensions  of  public  water  mains  to  serve  isolated 
groups  of  houses. 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY . 


Supplied  direct  by 
pipes  into  houses. 

Supplied  by 
Standpipe 

Parish 

No.  of 
Houses . 

Estiva ted 
Population 
March  1964. 

No . of 
Houses  0 

Es  1 » ma- 
te* Pop- 
ula  tion . 

Bledlow-cura-Saunder ton 

626 

2,090 

5 

5 

Bradenham. 

42 

4 10 

- 

- 

Chopping  Wycombe  Rural 

3,351 

10, 120 

10 

13 

Ellesborough. ......... 

300 

940 

= 

- 

F awl ey ................ 

61 

240 

- 

- 

F ingest  

6ll 

2,235 

3 

5 

Hatnbleden.  ............ 

438 

1,580 

- 

- 

Hampden,  Gt  & Lt...... 

112 

400 

- 

- 

He ds or.. ...... ........ 

45 

140 

- 

- 

Hugh end en„ ............ 

2,117 

7,905 

2 

2 

Ibs tone. .............. 

99 

360 

- 

- 

Kimble,  Gt  & Lt. ...... 

274 

910 

- 

_ 

Lacey  Green........... 

425 

1,625 

- 

- 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer .... 

181 

685 

1 

2 

Ma r 1 ow  Gt 

746 

2,450 

4 

5 

Marlow,  Lt 

272 

1,090 

1 

2 

Medmenham 

131 

1,  i4o 

- 

= 

Radnage ............... 

229 

730 

1 

2 

Princes  Risborough. . . . 

2, 100 

7,430 

0 

0 

St  okenchurch 

848 

3,060 

2 

3 

Turville 

106 

4oo 

2 

3 

West  Wycombe  Rural 

618 

2,110 

2 

4 

Wooburn 

2,632 

8,710 

4 

4 

Totals 

16,364 

56,760 

- 

37 

50 

Food  Hygiene 
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SECTION  »C 0 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES . 


Food  Hygiene , 

One  of  the  most  important  of  public  health  duties 
is  that  of  achieving  a pure  food  supply0  Adequate  con- 
trol to  ensure  that  food  is  a wholesome,  nutritious  and 
appetizing  product,  free  from  contamination  and  adultera 
tion  is  a high  priority  with  health  authorities,  Pro- 
gressive legislation  coupled  with  constant  action  by 
health  officials  and  co-operation  from  the  food  trade 
have  secured  improved  standards. 

There  is  still  room  however  for  improvement  as 
evidenced  by  the  number  of  food  poisoning  cases.  The 
provision  of  plate  glass  display  cabinets  with  chrome 
fittings,  and  the  use  of  attractive  materials  for 
decoration  is  good  but  basically  the  safe  handling  of 
foodstuffs  lies  in  the  hands  both  of  the  operatives  in 
the  food  preparation  rooms  and  the  sales  staff 0 

With  few  notable  exceptions  retail  food  firms 
make  little  effort  to  teach  food  hygiene  to  their  staffs 
Such  faults  as  there  are  in  the  handling  or  display  of 
food  arise  from  thoughtlessness  and  a failure  to  under- 
stand the  risks  which  are  attached  to  unclean  practices. 
In  retail  shops  the  handling  without  servers  of  loose 
cooked  meats  and  other  foods  which  can  readily  carry 
food-poisoning  organisms,  is  unfortunately  still 
common  practice  in  this  country.  Shop  assistants  may 
be  seen  handling  these  foods  which  one  is  then  expected 
to  eat  without  cooking  or  other  further  treatment  of  any 
kind.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  many  cases  of 
food  poisoning. 

Cooked  meat  can  be  unpacked,  sliced  in  a machine 
or  with  a knife  and  fork,  weighed,  wrapped  and  sold, 
and  the  remainder  placed  in  the  refrigerator  quite 
easily  without  touching  the  food  by  hand,  and  sausage 
rolls,  meat  pies,  cream  cakes,  etc.  can  be  moved  and 
served  with  tongs.  It  is  unnecessary  and  dangerous 
to  handle  these  foods  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  i960,  should  be  amended  to  make  this  an 
offence.  Such  a measure  need,  in  the  first  instance, 
apply  only  to  retail  premises  because  it  is  here  that 
the  carefully  sterilized  tinned  or  wrapped  meat  is 
opened  or  unpacked  and  broken  down  into  slices. 
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The  trade  would  find  little  difficulty  in  complying  with 
such  a requirement  - certainly  no  more  than  in  complying 
with  the  regulation  prohibiting  smoking  in  food  premises  - 
and  such  a requirement  would  be  generally  welcomed  by  the 
publico 

It  is  appreciated  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  avoid 
handling  food  in  some  food  - producing  factories.  However, 
here  the  risk  is  not  so  great,  .because  many  of  the . foods  are 
cooked  or  sterilized  after  the  handling  stage  and  also 
hygienic  control  is  usually  of  a high  standard.  The 
advance  of  mechanization  will  also  tend  to  reduce  handling 
of  food  in  a food  factory  to  an  absolute  minimum® 

Cooked  meats  and  similar  food  should  be  kept  cool  or 
refrigerated  at  all  times  to  keep  them  in  good  condition  and 
safe  to  eat,  and  yet  this  requirement-is  not  enforceable 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960®  The 
Regulations  should  be  amended  to  require  that  all  such  foods, 
unless  sterilized  and  in  sealed  containers,  must  be  stored, 
transported  and  displayed  under  suitably  refrigerated  con- 
ditions, whether  in  rooms.,  vehicles  or  dispiay  counters® 

To  guard  against  food  poisoning  adequate  cooking  and 
refrigeration  are  essential®  Some  products  can  be  rendered 
safe  by  pasteurisation  but  the  sources,  af  infection  are  so 
numerous  and  the  channels  by  which  infection  occurs  so 
diverse  that  nothing  but  virtual  sterilization  of  the  final 
product  by  proper  cooking,  and  prevention  of  bacterial 
growth  by  refrigeration  can  ensure  a reasonable  degree  of 
safety  in  our  diet® 


Insecticides  and.Food® 


In  the  past,  our  food  industry,  and  the  regulations 
governing  the  quality  of  foods,  have  been  much  concerned 
with  the  addition  of  chemicals,  such  as  preservatives, 
colouring  matters,  stabilising  and  emulsifying  agents. 
Undoubtedly  there  has  been  some  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of 
the  public  over  the  nurater  of  chemicals  used  in  foods-® 

Today  we  are  becoming  more  concerned  with  a different 
group  of  chemicals  which  may  contaminate  food:;  these  are 
the  chemicals  used  in  agriculture  for  crop  protection,  by 
those  concerned  with  warehousing  against  insect  pests  of 
stored  commodities,  by  the  food  manufacturer  in  combating 
infestation  in  processing  plant  and  by  the  public  at  large, 
who  are  being  offered  an  ever-increasing  range  of  insectici- 
dal products  for  use  in  the  home. 
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Insect  pests  attack  food  at  all  stages  of  production 
from  the  growing  crop  to  the  domestic  larder0  The 
attention  which  has  been  directed  towards  insecticides 
places  the  food  manufacturer  in  the  unenviable  position 
that  if  he  fails  to  protect  his  premises,  stocks  of  raw 
edible  commodities,  or  plant,  against  insects,  any 
resulting  damage  or  contamination  can  often  be  brought 
home  to  him  by  court  proceedings  o On  the  other  hand.,,  if 
he  is  unaware  of  the  nature  and  safe  use  of  insecticides 
he  may  be  considered  equally  guilty  of  contaminating  his 
products  with  undesirable  chemical  residues0 

The  need  to  satisfy  public  uneasiness  on  the 
possible  hazard  of  chemicals  in  food  and  agriculture 
has  been  recognised  by  the  various  Government  Ministries, 
This  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a number  of 
Committees  to  survey  evidence  of  pesticide  residues  in 
food  and  to  recommend  appropriate  legislationo 

Foreign  Bodies „ 

Another  aspect  of  food  supervision  commanding 
attention  is  the  problem  of  "foreign  bodies”  found  in 
food.  Cases  which  occur  throughout  the  country  show  the 
extraordinary  variety  of  objects  which  can  find  their, 
way  into  food.  Often  the  defence  in  food  and  drugs  cases 
allege  sabotage  by  operatives  in  deliberately  introducing 
foreign  bodies.  The  evidence  for  an  allegation  of 
deliberate  malpractice  is  in  most  cases  circumstantial, 
but  when  object  or  material  is  thoroughly  extraneous  to 
any  part  of  the  food  processing,  it  can  reasonably  be 
inferred.  For  example  glass  in  a can  of  corned  beef  or 
sausages,  in  the  absence  of  structural  alterations, 
window  breakages  etc, , could  lead  to  the  suspicion  that 
it  had  been  placed  there.  This  does  not  relieve  the 
manufacturers  of  responsibility  under  food  and  drugs 
law.  The  problem  may  necessitate  a period  of  pre- 
employment, train!  j and  observation  and  much  closer 
supervision  of  personnel  engaged  in  food  handling  tasks 0 


Date 


Stamping 


Many  cases  of  the  sale  of  unsound  food  are  due  to 
overlong  storage.  Many  consider  that  pre-packed  perish- 
able food  should  be  marked  with  the  date  of  manufacture. 
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It  is  said  that  date-marking  would  lead  to  waste  of  food, 
since  storage  conditions  and  temperatures  have  much  to  do  with 
the  life  of  such  products  as  sausages,.  If  such  foods  were 
marked  with  the  date  of  manufacture  which  could  be  identified 
by  the  shopkeeper,  he  would  be  able  to  assess  his  own  storage 
conditions,  the  weather  prevailing  at  the  time,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  his  experience  and  skill,  have  a better  idea  of 
how  long  such  foods  would  remain  in  condition.  The  need  for 
date  marking  of  food  is  shown  by  the  practice  of  manufac- 
turers who  use  a code  to  indicate  when  food  is  packed.  Few 
retailers  can  decipher  these  codes,  but  the  information 
should  be  made  generally  available  by  making  the  date 
manifestly  clear,. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  customer  will  select  the  product 
stamped  with  the  most  recent  date  and.  products  stumped. with 
earlier  dates  will  be  left.  New  stocks  should  be  properly 
rotated  so  that  the  earliest  deliveries  are  sold  first  and  the 
employment  of  efficient  methods  of  stock  rotation  would  over- 
come this  difficulty. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations , 

During  the  year  96  visits  were  made  to  the  poultry 
packing  stations,  one  of  which  is  in  full  time  production, 
averaging  5O9OOO  birds  per  week;  82  visits  were  made  to  bake- 
houses and  baker  and  confectioners'1  shops,  77  to  butcher's 
shops,  15  to  fried  fish  shops  and  fishmongers,  55  to  green- 
grocers, Ilk  to  cafe,  hotel,  factory  canteen  and  transport 
cafe  kitchens, 420  to  general  grocers,  103  to  licenced  premises 
and  clubs,  and  5 to  other  food  preparing  premises,  8l  visits 
were  made  to  ice-cream  premises  and  vehicles,  21  to  food 
hawkers,  30  to  market  stalls,  134  to  food  shops  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  other  foods,  l8  to  dairies  and  milk 
distributors,  1,216  visits  re  inspections  of  meat  and 
slaughterhouses  making  a total  of  2,5^7  visits  to  food  pre- 
mises during  the  year. 

Complaints  received  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of 
food  included  dirty  milk  bottles,  mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pie, 
fly-larvae  in  veal  ham  and  egg  pie,  rodent  execreta  in 
sausage,  glass  in  milk  bottle,  nail  ip  bread  roll  and  flour 
moth  larvae  on  surface  of  loaf. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  four  cases  and  the  followin; 
fines  were  imposed;- 


Clean  Catering 
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Fine* 


Mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pie..*.* 
Glass  in  milk  bottle.  ..  ..<,000000 
Fly  pupae  in  milk  bottle0  »«<,**«* 
Rodent  excreta  in  sausa-ge..0(.o.o 


£10 

£10 

£25 

£35  with 
Hk nks  costs  o 


A list  of  the  improvements  effected  either  to  the 
structure  or  cleanliness  of  Food  Premises,  or  to  the 
technique  in  food  handling  during  the  year  follows, 
but  does  not  include  the  many  improvements  resulting 
from  informal  discussions  between  the  occupiers  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  routine  inspection  of 
premises  © 


List  of  Improvements  and / ar 
Unsatisfactory  conditi oris 
remedied  in 
during 


food  premises 


Food  premise's  cleansed  and/or  redecorated,*.*......,.  1^ 

Food  premises  repaired  (floors,  walls,  ceilings  WiC”s 

a n d w i n d ow (&•/-»  oo®©ooo®oo©o®©o  3 

W a s h b a s i n s pr  ov  i d e d t..s...oo.9©o,ao,,o©eo,.oo.*oo.o.  ^ 0 

N a i 1 b r u s h e s p r o v i d e d Q.,eoe.o,oo*,oooo...ooao®oooonoo  2 
S i nk s pr o v^ i d e d .....9o,..o..eeo.o©,o*.,.eoo.o.,»,o,oo*  1 

Provision  of  constant  hot  and  cold  water  supply.,..,,  5 
Provision  of  intervening  ventilated  space  between  W.C. 

a n d f o o d r o o m o©.®©©©o©©®«®©©©©o©o-o©oo®o  5 

Refuse  receptacles  pr ovided  . ® © © © © © © © © © © © © ® . © © ® © © © . ® . k 

Rodent  infestation  treated,  ^ 0 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  removed© ©©.© ©.©©©©©©©© © 1 

"Wash-hands”  notices  displayed  on  request,...©,,,,,©.  5 

"No  Smoking"  notices  displayed  on  request©®.©..©©®©©®  1 

Proper  facilities  for  hanging  outdoor  clothing 

p r o v i d e d ©..©©©©©©©©oooo®®®  1 

Food  Hawkers  vans  brought  up  to  standard© ..©.«. .©.©.©  3 

Impervious  surfaces  provided  to  worktops  and  counters  2 

First  aid  kit  provided® .©.oo©.©©©©©©.©©©©..©.©©,®©.®©  4 

Unwrapped  foods  placed  behind  glass  and  not  exposed 

to  contamination  from  customers. 1 
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Artificial  lighting  provided 0 . . * 1 

Food  equipment  cleansed,  3 

Unsound  food  condemned  and  removed,  . a o <>•  « 3 

Open  food  raised  not  less  than  18"  above  ground...,,  3 


Regis tra tion  of  Food  Premises , 

Section  l6  , Food  & Drugs  Act,  1933 o 

( a ) Prepared  Foods 0 

25  pr  emises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  pre- 
served food  intended  for  sale. 


( b ) Ice-cre am 0 

128  premises  are  registered  under  the  above  Act,  2 for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream,  and  126  premises  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

One  of  the  manufacturers  uses  the  "cold  mix"  powder 
method  of  production,  and  sells  the  ice-cream  from  a small 
ice-cream  "bar". 

The  other  manfacturer  sells  ice-cream  on  a large  scale 
using  from  15  to  l8  vehicles.  Sterilised  canned  ice-cream 
mix  is  used  in  special  "soft  serve"  machines  in  the  vans. 

The  vans  were  originally  found  to  be  operating  from  a 
depot  which  did  not  conform  with  our  requirements  under  the. 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  after  some  pressure  the  owners 
secured  newly  built  premises  in  our  District,  which  were 
designed  for  the  business  in  full  co-operation  with  the 
Public,  Health  Department-,, 

The  new  premises  are  now  registered  under  the  Act,. 

We  were  advised  by  the  Ministry  that  as  soon  as  a vehicle 
is  on  a premises  for  the  purpose  of  the  manufacture  and 
storage  for  sale  of  ice-cream,  those  premis.es  are  regis- 
terable,  if  not  the  vehicle,  and  control  can  be  established* 

In  practice,  regular  visits  are  made  and  samples  taken 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  the  vehicles  during 
the  morning  just  before  the  vans  are  ready  to  start  their 
round  for  the  day« 

The  samples  were  generally  placed  in  Grade  1 or  2, 
and  the  results  indicated  that  samples  were  satisfactory* 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Ice-cream  by  Me thylene _B lue 
Reduction  Testo 


NOo  of 
samples 


Grade  I 


Grade  II 


Grade  111  Grade  IV 


"Soft  ice 
cream 

manufacture 

Pre-packed 

ice-cream 

Cold  mix 
ice-cream 


54 

l4 

6 


33 

13 

6 


19 


Nil 


2 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Where  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  3?  immediate 
checks  were  made  on  the  "method",  machines  or  plant 
concerned  and  then  further  samples  taken  which  re- 
sulted in  a satisfactory  improvement  to  Grade  1« 


Milko 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1963 
provide  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  present  system  of 
To  To  licensing  in  England  and  Wales0 


From  October  1st,  1964,  the  special  designation  for 
raw  milk  was  "untreated"  instead  of  "Tuberculin  Tested" . 

But  until  December  31st,  1964,  the  words  "Tuberculin 

Tested"  could  be  used  as  an  alternative. 


The  special  designations  for  heat-treated  milk  will 
continue  to  be  "Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised".  From 
29th  September,.  1963?  -until  December  31st,  1964,  however, 

milk  which  had  been  pasteurised  under  licence  in  accor- 
dance with  the  regulations  could  be  sold  as  either 
"Pasteurised"  or  "Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)." 

All  milk-  sold  by  retail  in  England  and  Wales  must , 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister-  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  & Food,  be  specially  designated  milk.  Those 
producers  --  mainly  producer-retailers  - who  will  still 
be  required  by  law  to  use  a special  designation  in  re- 
lation to  their  milk  will  continue  to  be  licensed  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  do  so. 
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Distributors  will  continue  to  be  licensed  by  local 
authorities.  The  regulations  prescribe  the  conditions 
subject  to  which  these  licences  may  be  issued  to  pro- 
ducers and  distributors. 

The  special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  is  con- 
sidered to  be  no  longer  suitable  as  a description  for  some 
milk  only,  since  all  milk  produced  in  England  and  Wales 
now  comes,  and  will  continue  to  come,  from  attested  herds, 
that  is  from  cows  which  are  subject  to  tuberculin  testing 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food, 

The  dairy  industry  in  this  country  has  consistently 
maintained  a household  delivery  service  to  the  consumer, 
but  this  service  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to 
maintain  because  of  staffing  difficulties.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  6day  delivery  week  and  the  5 day  working  week 
for  dis tr ibutjLon  and  processing,  indicates  that  if  working 
hours  are  to.  be-  reduced  fur  then,  this  service  may.  he  .cur- 
tailed if  a rise  in  the  cost  of  the  produet  is ...  to  be 
avoided.,  It  would  appear  that  the  delivery  service  may 
suffer  further  restrictions  in  the  forseeable  future. 

The  tendency  to  sales  through  shops  will  no  doubt  in- 
crease „ 

With  the  curtailment  of  milk  deliveries  the  need  for 
milk  which  will  keep  sweet  for  a much  longer  period  but 
which  will  be  just  as  palatable  as  the  customary  .supply  of 
pasteurised/homogenised  milk  is  evident.  There  is  already 
a process  known  as  Ultra  High  Terapena-ture  treatment  of 
milk  -which  it  is  considered  will  fulfil  this  need. 

The  dairy  industry  is  very  conscious  of  the  problems 
which  face  tr.en  in  the  immediate  future  and  much  research 
and  experimental,  work  has  been  carried  out  in  order  to 
resolve  these  difficulties.  It  would  appear  that  in  the 
forseeable  future  milk  will  be  delivered  to  the  consumer 
fewer  tines-,  per  week,  the  carrying  and  delivering  capacity 
of  the  retail  salesmen  will  be  increased  and  that  milk 
other  than  sterilised  milk  which  has  a longer  keeping 
quality  than  pasteurised  milk  will  be  available.  No 
doubt  this  type  of  milk  will  be  sold  in  non-returnable 
containers . 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  _1 9 5§ - 
The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  _ 1 93§ 0 

The  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Council's 
district  were  made  to  comply  with  the  new  construction 
regulations  by  the  prescribed  date  and  slaughtering  of 
animals  is  now  regularly  carried  out  at  these  premises. 
Regular  inspections  were  made  at  each  of  the  slaughter- 
houses regarding  the  cleanliness  and  repair  of  the 
premises  and  equipment,  and  hygienic  practices,  personal 
hygiene  and  conduct  in  the  slaughtering  processes., 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  need  for  daily 
cleansing  of  lairages  as  well  as  slau.ghte.rhal  Is  hanging 
rooms  and  offal  rooms,  and  a regular  system  of  sewer  swab 
sampling  recently  implemented  has  shown  that  the  time 
spent  was  well  worth  while 

No  pathogenic  organisms  have  yet  been  isolated  from 
regular  sewer  swabs  taken  from  the  si  an gh.te.rhal  1 and 
lairage  drains  of  the  slaughterhouses 

The  occupiers  of  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  en- 
couraged to  provide  water  pressure  spray  guns  which 
greatly  assist  in  daily  cleansing  of  walls  and  floors 
etc,,  and  after  some  advice  wa.s.  given  against  the  use  of 
wiping  cloths,  they  have  been  using  the  spray  guns  for 
washing  down  beast  carcases  now,  for  same  3 years  wi th_ 
out  any  adverse  comments  forthcoming  from  the  trade* 

Wiping  cloths  are  still  used  for  sheep  carcases 
however,  and  buckets  of  hot  water  containing  D.„Q  1,  a 
quaternary  ammonium  non- tasting  compound,  are  used  in 
conjunction  with  them.,  in  an  effort  to  prevent  cross 
infection* 

Until  wiping  cloths  are  legally  banished  this  is 
the  best  that  can  be  accomplished 

er _ of_ An l maj^s_ Acts  , 1 9 3& 

Slaughter  o f Animals  ( P r even  t i.on  of  C ruelty ) 
Regula  t ions 

These  Acts  and  Regulations  are  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  cruelty  and  ensuring  that  no  animals  shall  be 
slaughtered  in  a slaughterhouse  except  by  a person 
licensed  by  the  local  authority 0 
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The  licences  of  3 slaughtermen  were  renewed  during  the 
year.  & 

Inspections  were  made  daily  at  each  of  the  two  larger 
slaughterhouses,  and  as  required  at  the  small  slaughterhouse, 
under  the  above  Acts  and  Regulations o Particular  attention 
was  paid  to  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supplies  and 
bedding  etc.  in  the  lairages.  Animals  were  generally  not 
kept  long  enough  in  the  lairages  to  require  feeding  as  re- 
quired by  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations. 


o 


The  following  table  indicates 
classes  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
number  of  anima  ls  affected  withe  - 


the  number  and  different 
inspected  and  the 


(a)  tuberculosis, 

(b)  cys t icercosis  bovis, 

(c)  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  and 

cys ticerc osi s bovis. 

The  technique  of  meat  inspection  used  is  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  and  100  per  cent 
meat  inspection  was  maintained. 

Tuberculosis  was  absent  in  cattle,  but  o , 7%  of  the 
total  number  of  pigs  inspected  were  found  to  have  either 
Bovine  or  Avian  Tuberculosis  lesions,  or  lesions  of  a 
bacillary  necrotic  nature  or  the  cory  nebac  ter  ium  equ.i  type, 
in  the  submaxi  1 1 iary  nodes  of  the  head. 

Unfortunately,  the  time  necessary  to  establish  the 
true  nature  of  the  lesions,  micro- sc opi ca 1 ly  and  bacterio- 
logically  at  the  Laboratory  is  too  long  to  be  of  other 
than  professional  interest  and  it  is  the  practice  to  con- 
demn the  pig's  head,  and  examine  the  rest  of  the  carcase 
and  organs  in  detail  before  passing  them  as  fit  for  food. 


The  incidence  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cys t icercosis  in  cattle  excluding  cows,  and  sheep  and  lambs 
has  risen  to  26%  and  5*2%  respectively  from  23® 5%  and  2,0%, 
whereas  the  figure  for  pigs  has  remained  static  at  1 1 0 6% 
affected.  The  latter  representing  mainly  livers  affected 
with  Ascaris  Lumbricoides  and  to  a lesser  extent  lungs 
affected  with  congestion,  pleurisy  and/or  pneumonia . 


Meat  Inspection 
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The  records  show  that 
beasts,  sheep  and  lambs  and 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
than  1 , k09  of  those  animals 
by  either  Fasciola  hepatica 
sheep  and  lambs  and  Ascaris 


out  of  the  total  of  1,676 
pigs  affected  by  disease 
cysticercosis , no  less 
were  affected  in  the  liver 
and  in  the  case  of  the  beasts 
Lumbricoides  in  the  case  of  p 


igs 


o 


The  figure  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  "fluke" 
fasciola  hepatica  and  it  5 s erstwhile  host,  the  Limnoea 
Trunculata  water  snail,  are  still  an  unresolved  problem,, 

Cysticercosis  bovis  was  found  in  73  cattle 
excluding  cows,  or  2,7%  of  all  cattle  killed,  None 
were  found  in  cows,  The  technique  of  inspection  used 
for  cysticercus  bovis  is  as  recommended  in  the 
Practice  Notes  on  the  subject,  by  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors, 


Of 

the  73  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  found 

l - 

34 

beasts  had  a single  degenerate  cyst 
external  masseter  muscles  of  the  hea 

in 

d. 

the 

6 

beasts  had  a single  degenerate  cyst 
internal  masseter  of  the  head. 

in 

the 

15 

beasts  had  a single  degenerate  cyst 
heart , 

in 

the 

6 

beasts  had  a single  degenerate  cyst 
diaphragm. 

in 

the 

Of 

the 

the  remaining  12  cases  which  were  al 
prescribed  refrigeration  treatment:- 

1 s 

ubmit  ted 

5 

beasts  had  one  or  more  viable  cysts 
the  head,  heart  or  diaphragm  and 

in 

either 

7 

beasts  had  two  or  more  degenerate  cy 
either  the  head,  heart  or  diaphragm. 

s t s 

in 

Of  the  6l  cases  of  one  single  completely  degene- 
rated cyst  being  found,  it  is  the  practice  to  further 
examine  the  masseter  muscles  of  the  head  and  the  root 
of  the  tongue,  the  heart  and  the  diaphragm,  by  slicing 
the  muscles  into  very  thin  sections,  and  re-examining 
the  remaining  organs  and  the  carcase.  If  no  further 
cysts  are  found  the  carcase  is  released  without  refri- 
geration, after  condemnation  of  the  head,  heart  and 
diaphragm. 
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Causes  of  condemnation  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
cys ticercosis  bovis  included:— 

Abscess es;  actinomycosis;  actinobacillosis; 
general  parasitical  condition  of  livers  and 
lungs,  (ecgo  fascioliasis,  T.  echinococcus. 

To  marginata,  muellerius  capillaris,  ascaris 
lumbricoides ) , cirrhosis;  telangiec tasis ; 
pericarditis;  peritonitis;  pneumonia; 
pleurisy;  bruising;  pathological  emaciation; 
septicaemia;  pyaemia;  jaundice;  metritis; 
ba  necrosis;  septic  omphalophlebitis; 
nephritis;  melanosis,  oedema  and  carcinoma* 

i 

The  total  weight  condemned  was  17  cwts.  2 qtrs. , 
and  in  the  case  of  offal  was  5 tons,  2 cwt.  1 qtr. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected 

and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,744 

118 

193 

9,693 

3,805 

Number  inspected 

2,744 

118 

193 

9,693 

3,805 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis , 

Whole  carcases 
condemned,  <,,<,000 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned. 

712 

26 

4 

499 

439 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci,  . , . , . . , „ 

26% 

22% 

2„6% 

5 0 2% 

11.6% 

Tuberculosis  onlv. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned, , „ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis, , „ . , , 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.7% 

Cysticercosis 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned,.. 

73 

Nil 

Carcases  refriger- 

d^6(l*oo«00»««00009 

12 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
cysticerci. 

2.7% 

Nil 
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SECTION  »D». 


CLEAN  AIRo 


The 

National 


Wycombe  Rural  District 
Society  for  Clean  Air, 


Counc il 


is  a member  of  the 


The  Society  was  founded  in  1899°  It  did  valuable  work 
during  the  early  years  and  made  it  understood  that  "Clean 
Air"  was  not  the  impractical  fad  of  a few  cranks.  In  1959 
the  Society  celebrated  its  Diamond  Jubilee,  Today,  with 
the  Clean  Air  Act  in  force  covering  household  smoke,  smoke 
nuisances  and  industrial  smoke,  fume,  grit  and  dust,  the 
opportunities  for  useful  activity  by  the  Society  are  greater 
than  ever  before* 


The  cost  of  A xr_  Pol  lut  ion . 

One  and  half  million  tons  of  smoke  and  nearly  a 
million  tons  of  grit  and  ash  are  poured  out  of  Britain's 
chimneys,  industrial  and  domestic  each  year  - and  this  knows 
no  boundaries* 

Air  pollution  is  a major  problem*  It  causes  blackening 
and  damage  to  buildings,  metal  and  other  materials,  and 
harms  crops,  trees  and  flowers,  makes  the  work  of  the  house- 
wife harder  and  adds  to  the  nation’s  cleaning  and  painting 
bills.  It  encourages  bronchitis,  coughs  and  catarrh,  and 
is  a factor  in  lung  cancer.  It  costs  the  nation  £250 
million  a year,  equivalent  to  £10  per  head  in  the  black 
areas  and  £5  elsewhere  throughout  Great  Britain,  plus  the 
value  of  the  fuel  wasted  by  making  smoke. 

Ponies  tic  Fuel  Consumption* 

Over  the  eighteen  years  from  1938  to  1956,  and  prior 
to  the  Clean  Air  Act,  there  had  been  a considerable  decline 
in  the  use  of  household  coal,  a small  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  used,  and  a big  increase 
in  the  use  of  electricity,  gas  and  oil  when  considered 
together  as  "piped  and  wired  fuels." 

The  use  of  these  refined  fuels  was  accelerated  during 
the  1939-1945  war  by  the  rationing  of  coal* 
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Since  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  there; 
has  been  a further  reduction  in  the  amount  of  household 
coal  consumed  and  the  rate  of  change  from  bituminous 
coal  to  the  more  refined  fuels  for  domestic  require- 
ments was,  for  the  seven  years  after  1956,  greater 
than  the  preceding  eighteen  years.  In  1938,  coal 
provided  75  per  cent  of  domestic  heating  and  solid 
smokeless  fuel  7 per  cent,  while  electricity,  gas 
and  oil  provided  l8  per  cent.  By  1963  coal  had 
slumped  to  37  per  cent,  solid  smokeless  fuel  rose 
to  9 per  cent,  while  the  refined  ’’piped  and  wired” 
fuels  provided  5^  per  cent. 

This  trend  will  no  doubt  continue  by  reason  of  the 
nationwide  Local  Authority  programmes  of  smoke  control 
areas,  and  also  as  a result  of  the  realisation  by  the 
householders  that  such  a change  brings  greater  comfort, 
cleanliness  and  convenience,  particularly  in  house- 
holds where  the  housewife  goes  out  to  work. 

By  1970,  most  of  the  Local  Authority  Public  Health 
Departments  in  the  County  of  London  will  have  com- 
pleted their  targets,  and  in  fact  no  fewer  than  nine 
Local  Authorities  (as  existing  prior  to  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  revision  of  boundaries),  have  gone  smokeless, 
or  will  be  very  close  to  it  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

In  the  other  designated  “Black  Areas”  throughout 
England  and  Wales,  the  programme  completion  dates  for 
smoke  control  are  generally  much  later  and  average 
around  1975» 

Railways . 

The  reduction  of  railway  smoke  is  progressing  as 
the  British  Transport  Commission  implements  its 
modernisation  scheme. 

Indus  try . 

Considerable  sums  are  being  spent  on  plant  improve- 
ment and  industry  is  generally  recognising  its  obligations 
to  reduce  air  pollution.  Prevention  of  offences  under 

the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  calls  for  correct  equipment, 
maintenance  and  operation  of  plant,  the  use  of  mechanical 
stoking  wherever  possible,  and  the  training  and  certifica- 
tion of  boiler  stokers,  together  with  proper  instrumenta- 
tion, smoke  alarms  and  a drive  for  all  round  fuel 
efficiency,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  plant  and  pro- 
cessing machinery. 
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Road  Traffic  Pollution. 


Regulations  made  recently  under  the  Road  Traffic  Act, 

1930 , governing  the  construction,  weight  and  equipment  of 
vehicles,  provide  that  "every  motor  vehicle  shall  be  so 
constructed  that  no  avoidable  smoke  or  visible  vapour  is 
emitted  therefrom. 

Regulation  23  included  diesel  engines,  and  now 
requires  "excess  fuel  devices"  to  be  so  fitted  that  they 
cannot  be  operated  by  a person  whilst  he  is  being  carried 
by  the  vehicle,  unless  (a)  such  a device  cannot  be  used 
after  the  engine  has  been  started  or  (b)  does  not  cause 
any  increase  in  smoke  or  visible  vapour. 

Part  III  of  the  Regulations  governs  the  use  of 
vehicles  and  states  that  no  person  shall  use  any  motor 
vehicle  on  a road,  from  which  any  smoke,  visible  vapour, 
grit,  sparks,  ashes,  cinders  or  oily  substance  is  emitted 
if  t,he  emission  thereof  causes  or  is  likely  to  cause  any 
damage  to  property,  or  injury  to  any  person,  or  cause 
danger  to  any  person,  and  Regulation  3l  relates  to  the  use 
of  the  "excess  fuel  device,"  (which  causes  smoke,  when  the 
vehicle  is  running,  but  gives  increased  performance),  and 
requires  that  the  device  be  so  maintained  that  it  does 
not  cause  the  engine  to  be  supplied  with  excess  fuel  while 
the  vehicle  is  in  motion  on  a road;  nor  allows  any  person 
so  to  use  it* 

The  Police  are  able  to  take  action  under  the  foregoing 
Regulations  , as  also,  are  the  Ministry  of  Transport  Inspectors, 
who  have  been  carrying  out  a regular  and  increasing  system 
of  "smoke  checks"  throughout  the  country  using  teams  of 
technical  staff  and  aided  by  the  police  who  stop  any 
offender.  A system  of  "follow-up  inspection"  by  the  Ministry 
Inspectors  is  practised  as  this  brings  the  vehicle  examiner 
into  direct  contact  with  the  offending  vehicle's  owner.  In 
cases  of  "heavy  smoke"  the  vehicle  is  taken  off  the  road 
immediately . 

A potentially  greater  danger  to  health  are  the  invisible 
but  toxic  fumes  contained  in  the  exhaust  from  petrol-engined 
vehicles  and  a special  branch  of  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
is  keeping  a check  on  this  aspect  of  Air  Pollution  in  Cities, 
and  the  Ministry  of  Transport  are  closely  watching  the 
measures  taken  elsewhere,  particularly  in  Los  Angeles, 
California,  to  reduce  the  output  of  toxic  gases  by  petrol 
engined  vehicles. 
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However,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  in  this 
Country,  this  source  of  air  pollution  is  at  present, 
only  a small  proportion  of  the  total  air  pollution. 

Control  Measures, 

Control  measures  which  the  Council  are  at  present 
operating  in  order  to  prevent  or  alleviate  atmospheric 
pollution  include:- 

( 1)  Action  where  necessary  under  the  Dark 
Smoke  "Permitted  Periods"  Regulations, 
against  emissions  of  dam  smoke,  and 
securing  the  minimum  emissions  of  grit 
and  dust,  with  special  reference  to 
industrial  boiler  plants,  1 ...maces  and 
inc inera tors „ 

(2)  Action  to  abate  smoke  nuisances,  (e.g. 
burning  of  industrial  or  garden  refuse, 
use  of  incinerators  and  wood  refuse 
burning  plant  at  furniture  factories 
etc. 

(3)  Ensuring  that  new  industrial  furnaces  are 
not  installed  unless  they  are  capable  so 
far  as  is  practicable  of  being  operated 
without  emitting  smoke. 

(4)  Regulating  the  height  of  chimneys  in 
connection  with  the  erection  or  extension 
of  industrial  buildings, 

(5)  Implementing  byelaws  which  require  all 
new  buildings  to  be  equipped  with  smoke- 
less fuel  appliances, 

(6)  One  smoke  control  order  made  jointly  by 
the  Council  and  a neighbouring  local 
authority  is  now  operative  in  connection 
with  a new  housing  estate,  part  of  which 
is  in  the  Council’s  district,  and  part 

in  the  area  of  the  neighbouring  authority, 

203  inspections  with  regard  to  smoke  observation^, 
grit  observations,  boiler  plant  inspections,  smoke 
nuisances,  complaints  and  interviews  were  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 
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SECTION  1 E' . 
SANITATION o 


Improvements  in  rural  sewerage  have  resulted  in  the 
connection  of  some  200,000  rural  houses  to  main  drainage  in 
the  last  5 years  alone  and  new  connections  are  being  made  at 
the  rate  of  40,000  a year. 

In  our  own  district  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  have 
been  eliminated  on  a large  scale  in  recent  years  due  to 
the  implementation  of  main  drainage  schemes  in  the  more 
populated  parts  of  the  district.  Areas  remaining  to  be 
sewered  include  Lane  End  and  District,  Lacey  Green, 

Loosley  Row,  parts  of  Kimble,  Longwick,  Ellesborough  and 
parts  of  Bledlow  Parish,  Marlow  Bottom,  Bovingdon  Green, 
Medmenhan  and  Bledlow  Ridge. 

In  cases  where  owners  have  not  connected  their  pro- 
perties to  the  sewers  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
been  engaged  on  checking  the  drainage  systems,  and  where 
found  to  be  defective  or  insufficient  appropriate  action 
has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  connection  of  the  soil 
drains  to  the  sewers.  In  many  cases  also  action  has  been 
taken  to  secure  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  into  water 
closets,  and  in  total  315  visits  have  been  made  for  this 
purpose . 
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SECTION  v F 5 

FACTORIES,  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Factories  Act,  1961 


The  factory  premises  registered  with  the  Council 
number  183° 

The  tables  submitted  herewith  contain  statistical 
information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service,  and  include  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  relation  to  factory  administration 
as  it  concerns  the  local  authority. 

Matters  claiming  attention  include  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  lighting  and  sanitary  accommodation,  A 
number  of  factories  have  canteens  and  are  therefore 
subject  to  the  provision  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1961,  and  inspections 
are  carried  out  concurrently. 


Homework 


A provision  of  the  Factories  Act  1961  requires 
firms  employing  outworkers  to  furnish  to  the  local 
authority  twice  yearly  lists  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  persons  carrying  out  specified  work 
connected  with  the  business  of  the  factory  at  premises 
outside  the  factory. 

Homes  of  the  outworkers  should  conform  to  a satis- 
factory standard  of  environmental  hygiene 0 

The  lists  submitted  to  the  Council  showed  that 
out  workers  were  principally  employed  on  the  making  and 
altering  of  wearing  apparel , 


1.  Inspection  made  for  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

! 

No  0 on 
Re  gis - 
ter 

Inspec- 
t ions 

Written 
Not  ices 

Occu- 

piers 

Prose- 

cuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3j^  & 

6 are  to  be  enfor- 
ced by  Local 
Authority 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  Local  Author- 
ities 

l8o 

242 

33 

Nil 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(ex  outworkers 
premises 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

— — ■ ... 

183 



243 

33 

Nil 
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2,  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  POUND 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

dumber  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Referred 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H , M , 
Insp  a 

By  H,M, 
Insp . 

Want  of  Clean- 

liness » 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unrea  sonable 

tempera  ture 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

floors 

Sanitary- 

Conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

( a ) Insuff ic- 

ient 

( b ) Unsuitable 
or  defec- 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

t ive 

(c)Not  separ- 
ate for 

22 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

sexe  s 

Other  offen- 
ces against 
the  Act  (not 
including  of- 
fences relat- 
ing to  out- 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

workers ) 0 ® » 

17 

7 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

50 

26 

4 

2 

Nil 

OUTWORKERS 


Sections  133  and  13^,  Factories  Act, 

1961 

Section  133 

Section  13^ 

No  , of 
outwor- 
kers in 
August 
list  re- 
quired 
by  Sec, 
133(1) 
(c) 

No  ,of 

cases 

of  de- 
fault 
in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 

C o un  c i 1 

No,  of 
prose- 
cut  ions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No  . of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole 

some 

premises 

Noti- 

ces 

serve  d 

Prose- 

cution 

Wearing 

apparel 

making 

etc. 

37 

Household 

L men 

2 

«■=> 

_ 

<*> 

— 

La  c e , la  c e 
curta  ms 

8c  nets 

Artifi- 

cial 

flowers 

2 

Furniture 

8c  Uphol- 
stery 

2 

! . 

But  ton 
Carding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lamp- 
sha  de  s 

Totals  . 

^3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 


The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  195i, 
forbids  the  use  of  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act 
applies  for  such  purposes  as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing 
of  bedding,  toys  and  baby  carriages  except  on  premises 
registered  by  a local  authority.  There  are  19 
premises  registered  under  the  Act,  in  the  Rural 
District  0 

Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materia] s are 
given  by  regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for 
using  unclean  materials. 

During  the  year  samples  of  rag  flock  were 
collected  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analyst  for 
examination.  All  samples  were  found  to  conform  to  the 
prescribed  standard  of  cleanliness, 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 
1st  Annual  Report  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

This  Act  enabled  regulations  to  be  made  for  securing 
the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  people,  estimated  to 
number  eight  million,  who,  are  employed  in  one  million 
shops,  offices  and  railway  premises. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  registration  of  premises 
and  matters  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  tem- 
perature, lighting,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facili- 
ties, drinking  water,  accommodation  for  clothing,  facili- 
ties for  sitting  and  eating.  Safety  requirements  in 
connection  with  floors,  stairs,  steps,  passage  and  gang- 
ways? fencing  of  dangerous  machinery,  stringent  fire 
precautions  and  notification  of  accidents, 

Consequent  upon  the  commencement  of  the  Act  during 
the  year  and  in  particular  the  provisions  relating  to 
registration,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1964:, 
a letter  was  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  all  known  shops, 
offices  and  catering  establishments  etc,  , advising  them 
as  to  their  responsibilities  as  employers  of  persons  in 
such  premises* 
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A Registration  form  was  enclosed  with  each  letter  and 
employers  were  asked,  in  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  need  for 
registration,  to  complete  the  form  and  return  it  to  my 
office,  so  that  an  official  determination  could  be  made* 

All  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for  new  shops  and/or 
offices  etco  are  checked  by  the  Public  Health  Dept*  and  as 
a result  several  deficiences  under  the  above  Act  have  been 
remedied  at  the  "plans"  stage9 


Circular  7,  (Supplement  No*  6, Fig  2) 
guarding  of  rota-printing  machines  of  the 
offices  for  Offset.  Litho-printing® 


advises  on  the 
type  used  by 


During  an  inspection,  one  machine  of  a type  in  common 
usage  was  found  to  be  unsafe  in  that  an  interlocked  guard 
was  not  fitted  to  the  rollers* 


The  facts  were  reported  to  H„M„  Deputy  Superintending 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  a letter  was  sent  to  the  machine 
manufacturer  who  has  now  advised  me  that  a positive  safety 
switch  and  guard  has  recently  been  designed  and  is  to  be 
made  available  at  a reasonable  price* 

All  other  such  machines  found  at  offices  during 
general  inspections  will  be  carefully  inspected,  and  if 
necessary  the  employers  advised  to  fit  the  necessary 
interlocked  guards* 

Circular  7 (Supplement  No*  4 Fig  1)  advising  on  the 
guarding  of  gravity  feed  slicing  machines  has  been  useful, 
and  one  slicing  machine  has  been  found  which  has  not  got  a 
flange  or  skirt  as  shown  at  **AH  in  the  above  quoted  figure® 

None  of  the  gravity  fed  machines  so  far  inspected 
have  yet  been  fitted  with  a suitable  guard,  and  full  parti- 
culars have  been  sent  to  the  Deputy  Superintending  Inspector 
of  Factories,  of  the  make  and  types  of  machines  involved* 

One  minor  accident  was  reported  during  1964, 
involving  a woman  shop  assistant  who  trapped  her  fingers 
in  the  sliding  doors  of  a refrigerated  counter. 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress,  most  of  the  initial 
"general  inspections*’  of  the  premises  covered  by  the  Act 
will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1965° 
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TABLE  A - 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


CLASS  OF 
PREMISES 

Number  of 
Premises 
registered 
during  the 
ye  ar . 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
regis  t ered 
prem i se  s 
receiving 
general  insp- 
ection during 
year 

Offices 

4? 

47 

4 

Retail  Shops 

164 

164 

7 

Wholesale  Shops 
Warehouses 

3 

3 

— 

Catering  estab- 
lishments open 
to  the  public? 
cante  ens 

20 

20 

2 

Fuel  storage 
Depots 

1 

1 

-- 

TOTALS 

235 

235 

13 

TABLE  B 

«- 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
registered  premises,  , 8 , «, 


143 
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- TABLE  C - 

Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  registered  premises 

by  workplace 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

668 

Retail  Shops 

552 

Wholesale  Departments 

Warehouses 

39 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  Public 

112 

Canteens 

62 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

6 

TOTAL 

1439 

Total  Males 

58? 

Total  Females 

852 

TABLE  D - 

EXEMPTIONS 

Exemption 

Number 

Part  1 Space  (Sec. 5(2)) 

Nil 

Part  2 Temperature  (Sec. 

6) 

Nil 

Part  3 Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.9)Nil 

Part  4 Washing  Facilities  (Sec.  10)  Nil 

TABLE  E 

PROSECUTIONS 

No.  of  Prosecutions 

Nil 
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SECTION  G 

PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL 

Pests  in  the  form  of  insects,  rats  and  mice  have 
always  been  enemies  of  the  human  race  and  although  a 
great  deal  has  been  done  to  bring  them  under  control 
the  war  against  them  still  continues.  Science  has 
placed  in  our  hands  chemical  weapons  of  great  power 
and  efficiency  but  continual  efforts  are  necessary  to 
keep  these  pests  at  bay. 

We  in  this  country  do  not  suffer  so  greatly  from 
the  depredations  of  insect  and  rodent  pests  as  many  people 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  In  large  areas  of  the 
world  insects  take  a fearful  toll  in  terms  of  ill  health 
and  death,  misery  and  economic  loss* 

We  are  fortunate  in  not  being  exposed  to  the  worst 
ravages  of  these  pests  but  we  still  have  our  problems. 

The  danger  of  the  spread  of  disease  cannot  be  discounted 
completely  - we  must  always  be  on  the  alert.  Apart 
from  the  ill  health  hazard,  insect  pests,  rats  and  mice 
do  considerable  damage  to  property  and  destroy  and 
contaminate  large  quantities  of  food. 

Pest  control  is  a serious  and  important  subject  and 
requires  a good  deal  of  technical  knowledge  and  skill  to 
be  performed  efficiently.  Its  importance  is  reflected 
in  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9,  which 
clearly  defines  the  duties  of  owners  and  occupiers  of 
premises  and  local  authorities  in  the  work  of  pest  exter- 
mination. Rodent  control  is  a community  responsibility 
and  in  this  connection  occupiers  of  premises  can  play 
an  important  part  by  reporting  immediately  any  infesta- 
tion which  occurs  in  order  that  action  may  be  promptly 
taken , 


Workabl e Ar ea  Committee 

The  Council  ir  a constituent  member  of  the  South 
Bucks  & East  Berks  Workable  Area  Committee  and  meetings 
of  the  Committee  have  been  held  at  regular  intervals. 

The  Committee,  comprised  of  representatives  from 
Local  authorities,  Y r\  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  8c 

Food  and  other  interested  organisations,  is  a most  useful 
medium  for  exchange  of  views  of  pest  destruction  work. 
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Research  work  is  continuously  carried  out  by 
personnel  of  the  Ministry  in  order  to  discover  more 
effective  material  and  methods  for  pest  destruction 
and  members  of  the  Committee  are  kept  informed 
of  these  developments « 


Rodent  Control  Treatment 


The  Council's  rodent 
free  to  domestic  premises 
work  done  on  all  business 
123  business  premises  and 
mainly  under  the  Council" 
the  total  income 


£1,463*  4: 


8da 


the  Department, 


control  service  is  provided 
but  a charge  is  made  for 
premises.  During  1964, 

339  farms  were  serviced 
s annual  contract  scheme  and 
from  this  work  amounted  to 
664  dwelling  houses  were  treated  by 


Other  Pests 


Complaints  of  pests  other  than  rodents  were 
received  and  treatments  given  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  37  wasps  nests.  Harassed  residents  were  very 
appreciative  of  the  service  given. 


Work  Carried  Out 


As  a result  of  survey  and  notification  by  occu- 
piers of  infested  premises,  extermination  of  rodents 
has  been  carried  out  at  dwelling  houses,  factory 
premises,  food  premises,  refuse  tips  etc.  Details 
relating  to  the  work  are  submitted  in  the  accompanying 
tabl e ; - 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT, 1949 


Local  Dwelling  All  Total  Agri- 

Other  cul 

Premi-  tura] 

ses  . 

936  17,748  3^3 


Authority  Houses 


Total  number  of  proper- 
ties in  Local  Authority's 
District 


15 


16,795 


No. of  proper-  Notifica- 


ties  inspec- 

t1 0 n .o.oos 

- 

494 

34 

528 

90 

ted  as  a re- 

Survey..... 

15 

227 

154 

396 

225 

sult  of 

Otherwise  a . 

- 

3,451 

803 

4,254 

- 

No.of  proper-  Major  Common 
ties  inspected  Rat. 

as  a result  of  House 

notification  Mouse, 

found  to  be  Minor  Common 
infested  by:-  Rat. 

House 
Mouse « 


No.  of  proper-  Major  Common 
ties  inspected  Rat. 

as  a result  of  House 

survey  - found  Mouse, 

to  be  infested 
by:-  Minor  Common 

Rat . 
House 
Mouse . 


No. of  proper- 
ties other- 
wise inspec- 
ted found  to 
be  infested 
by : - 


Major  Common 
Ra  t . 
House 
Mouse . 
Minor  Common 


No. of  infested 
properties 
treated  by  the 
Local  Authority. 


476 

109 


31 

27 


507  84 

136  71 


8 

1 


59 

63 


72 

76 


9 

3 

139  156 

140  148 


Rat . 
House 

- 

29 

17 

46 

Mouse • 

- 

19 

6 

25 

9 

755 

229 

993  476 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


This  Act,  designed  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  local 
authorities  and  planning  authorities  to  control  the  siting 
of  caravans,  and  to  ensure  that  caravan  sites  are  properly- 
equipped  and  run,  necessitated  an  initial  survey  of  all 
caravan  sites  in  the  district* 

When  planning  permissions  are  given  site  licences 
have  to  be  issued  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
conditions  prescribed  in  order  to  regulate  the  sites  and 
secure  satisfactory  conditions,.  My  Inspectors  have  been 
extensively  engaged  in  this  work  and  during  the  year  1964 
the  sites  were  the  subject  of  801  visits* 

39  licences  were  issued  during  1964  relating  to  the 
stationing  of  69  caravans*  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
Act  a total  of  255  licences  have  been  approved  thereby- 
permitting  367  caravans  to  be  occupied* 


As  stated  in  previous  reports  it  is  said  that 
caravan  sites  are  an  admission  of  failure  to  build  houses 
or  make  available  houses  at  prices  which  the  people  can 
afford.  Most  of  the  people  living  in  caravans  would 
prefer  to  be  in  houses0 


However  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  320,000 
caravans  of  all  types  now  in  use  in  Britain*  Of  these, 
60,000  are  tourers,  160,000  are  "static”  holiday 
caravans,  and  100,000  are  used  as  permanent  residential 
homes . 


The  modern  residential  caravan  is  from  28  feet  to 
44  feet  long  and  9 ft*  6 ins*  wide  as  a single  unit  or 
up  to  approximately  30  ft*  by  19  ft.  in  two  units 
fastened  side  by  side*  Once  on  the  caravan  park  they 
usually  become  properly  sited  fixtures,  connected 
to  drainage,  water  and  electricity* 


Generally  on  the  eight  larger  private  caravan  sites 
throughout  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  each  caravan  park 
has  individual  connections  readily  available  for  the 
fitting  of  internal  water-closets,  water  supply  and 
electricity* 


Caravan  Park  Under  Construction 
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Agriculture,  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions?)  Ac  t , 1956 

Certain  provisions  of  this  Act  require  local 
authorities  to  determine  the  sufficiency  of  sanitary  con- 
veniences for  the  use  of  workers  on  agricultural  units, 
and  by  notice  secure  additional  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion where  there  is  inadequate  provision. 

During  the  year  1964  re - inspe c t ions  of  agricul- 
tural units  continued  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  were  being  complied  with, 

Ha irdre sse  rs 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  52  of  the  Buck- 
inghamshire County  Council  Act  which  provides  for  the 
registration  of  ha ir- dressers  and  barbers.  Section 
77  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  makes  similar 
provision  for  registration. 

The  Council  have  now  made  byelaws  under  the  afore- 
mentioned Act  for  the  purpose  of  securing  cleanliness 
of  the  premises,  instruments,  towels,  materials  and 
equipment  together  with  the  cleanliness  of  persons 
employed  on  the  premises  in  regard  to  both  themselves 
and  their  clothing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  33  premises 
registered  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  of  hair- 
dressing, Twenty-one  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  with  a view  to  securing  compliance  with  your 
Council's  Byelaws o Premises  and  methods  were 
generally  satisfactory, 

st ra 1 1 on  of  _ Dealers  in  Old  Metals  & Marine  Stores 

There  are  12  premises  within  the  rural  district 
where  the  business  of  dealing  in  old  metals  is  trans- 
acted and  the  premises  are  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  88  of  the  Public  Health  Amendments  Act 
1907,  Dealers  are  required  to  keep  records  in  rela- 
tion to  the  articles  they  purchase. 

Animal  Boa r ding  Estab 1 ishment s Ac  t , 1 9 6 3 = 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January 
1964  , and  prohibits  the  keeping  of  a boarding  establish- 
ment for  animals  (dogs  & cats),  except  under  the 
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authority  of  a licence  granted  by  the  local  authority. 

In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence  for  the 
keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  a local  authority  shall 
have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  satisfactory  accommo- 
dation for  the  animals  as  respects  construction,  size  of 
quarters,  exercising  facilities,  temperature,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness;  adequate  provision  for 
food,  drink  and  bedding  material;  precautions  to  prevent 
spread  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  pro tection  of 
animals  in  case  of  fire. 

All  animal  boarding  establishments  in  this  district 
have  now  been  inspected  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
made  known  to  them, Ik  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  are 
now  registered  and  J>1  inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  making 
provision  for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and  im= 
posing  conditions  for  the  animals  to  be  accommodated  and 
cared  for  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

One  shop  was  licensed  during  the  year  under  review.. 

H e a tin g _ A ppliances  (Fireguards)  Re gul a t ions , 1 95 5 

This  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  sell  or  ecpose  for 
sale  any  heating  appliance  not  fitted  with  a suitable 
guard. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  observed,. 

Lie e ns l ng  of  Game  D e ale r s 

The  Council  granted  k licences  authorising  dealers 
to  buy  and  sell  game, 

I n fee t ious  D i seases 

One  hundred  amd  thirty-two  visits  have  been  made  m 
connection  with  cases  of  notifiable  diseases.  Relevant 
information  with  regard  to  the  history  of  the  cases  was 
obtained  and  recorded  and  contacts  checked*  Similarly, 

335  visits  were  made  concerning  food  poisoning  investiga- 
t ions • 
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Noise 

Nuisance  from  noise  is  an  everyday  experience  - 
aircraft,  factory  machines,  electric  f ans , pneuma t ic 
drills,  road  traffic,  over-loud  radio  sets  are  but  a 
few  of  the  causes.  It  is  understandable  that  with  more 
knowledge  of  the  availability  of  technical  and  admin- 
istrative measures  of  control  and  measurement  there 
is  an  increasing  demand  for  its  abatement. 

Like  most  forms  of  nuisance,  must  of  the  noise 
suffered  is  either  unnecessary  or  capable  of  prevention 
and,  because  it  may  curtail  sleep  or  otherwise  affect 
health,  it  is  only  right  that  the  hand  of  the  local 
authority  should  have  been  strengthened  by  the  appear- 
ance on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act, I960. 

This  Act  however  has  certain  limitations  and  it 
is  considered  that  it  will  not  be  effective  until  the 
law  fixes  noise  levels.  A Committee  set  up  four 
years  ago  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Sir  Alan  Wilson 
has  submitted  a final  report  to  the  Minister  of  Science 
on  the  nature,  sources  and  effects  of  the  problem  of 
noise , 


It  is  expected  that  a White  Paper  will  be  issued 
recommending  maximum  acceptable  levels  of  external 
noise.  Further  control,  measures  could  be  suggested 
as  for  example  noise  control  areas  and  compulsory  sound 
insulation  of  buildings. 

In  the  interim  period  local  authorities  and  their 
officers  have  the  difficult  task  of  dealing  with 
complaints  and  having  to  determine  where  noise  inter- 
feres with  ordinary  physical  comfort  of  human  exist- 
ence sufficiently  to  become  an  actionable  nuisance. 

During  the  year  121  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  alleged  noise  nuisances.  In  the  cases  where  sta- 
tutory nuisances  were  confirmed,  appropriate  action  was 
taken  in  order  to  secure  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 


62 


CONCLUSION 


This  report  gives  some  indication  of  the  work  of 
the  Council  towards  improving  environmental  hygiene 
standards  in  the  district,, 

There  are  still  problems  to  be  overcome.  Constant 
vigilance  and  action  is  therefore  necessary  by  central 
government  and  local  authorities  supported  by  an 
informed  public  in  order  to  maintain  and  improve  upon 
the  standards  we  now  enjoy* 


